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A Coneversation with the
Trazeible, Ignoble and Unstable

BARRY BLITT

Evervone knows cartoondst, illustrator, and earicaturizst Barry Blitt from his famous or
infamous, perfect pitch or deaf-eared (depending on where you stand) cover of The New
Yorker during the 2008 Presidential Campaign, showing Barack and Michelle Obama fist-
bumping in the Oval Office while besotted with all the fear’ clichés aseribed to them by the
right wing, No other caricature in recent memory recleved so much mass media scutiny
STEVEN HELLER caught up with him long enough to test his mettle, ruffle his feathers, and
stroke his collarbone. Here s almost evervthing you wanted to ask Blitt, but couldn't find
his phone number or email address

STINDN BELAER Harry, yom bave become ane
all ke st comdzally strslont lustrators
af the B8 Yoo werent born that way |
ramnber yeur sl work was Tormally
andl concopiually, well, tenbative. Was il
The New Forker that gave vou the brass
Ealls dor graphic comsontary?

BANRY BUIT | remember drawing pictares a3 5
asmtall cRild in sy poarn, drearnig of o cos-
by oo ol Chie moro foslaly strident e
trotors of the BHis, The truth s, [ am still
Tery Lesbative, worl-wise and overything-
wise, Getimg published by The New Forker
Bad bien ambeldeiing, But 1 sGill boive to
Sobw ol with evory diziwing bl evory
shetol bo mot kol back, 1o net be oo timed
an Lhe pojges. Ausd Toi 1B Feesial, my balls arw
mat hrses, bt rather vuleanized rubbere

BN My the Gres be with yo Bol setiously,
are off Thie earliar Newe Yol covars by voa
showed § abyempe of men sanding prevan-
oy on sbyssrapar wisdowsills ssioking
ogareites, It wie & commerd on the then
prolilition ageing ssodng b New Yerk of-
B barildinge 1 ol yoil reeedvid a kiter of
cangritulatione from Ed Sared. Wos therd vomr
ariliicala of valilation?

B Actoally. that'® net quite what hag-
i, The @sokais on Chie Windew-lial g
Wi my Tl accoplod cover B The New
Torter, and [ pok e nervons and tentative
tiying 1o draw the final wrt that [ iusned
m peveral hifeles, dresdful versions of the
thing. Fially Franemise Sonhe | At Direc-
tor for covers, see aleo p&) maggested [ialk
to Ed Barel the king of loose, seemingly
wlleithes illnairation Tor The Near Forker,
| wae terrified sk egeaking 1o Ed, my
Baoto, abaal my pelly problkems, bt hie wis
very kind and helpfal. and [ finally got the
thing dene with kis shvice twhich mostly
Eyalved] sigpestions alsiil |||||.1.|: pufir-
enee, ard varying the compostion, eicl
A manik oF & ifler 1Be sapasine kit the
mewestards. 1 ran imn Ed somewhere. and
e tald me “Hey, 1 saw yon ot your cover
dore. Niee ry, e o always de oy Bl
work every time.” If there's a certificate of
valkdabisn coming 1o M, i1 st B ot in
the mad enmewhere

§ EE Y

Bl For yearz you, and vour wife, the lovely
Tiresa Fertmndas, did ml drive & cir, yat
you hved sutside Mew Yok City where -
lag e a way of life. Tn other wanle, vei
ot sotrething of a e e How de van vlew
the workd aed hoor ddoes that view mioenos
vellr work - sspecially your aatire?

B0 1 ikink 1 am much move of a loner now
Uheat T che il & car €1 usane] Do il oo it B
Pk G LM, weaw I like to gel in e car
and take lorg drives by myselil | thnk 1he
ilastiation busseed anovarages o slitary
murdset, whether yoar worldview 12 apbeat
of Rigralaia.

AN Lo Divesds e pary, bl Wit B your pal-
iteee” Or & your satire more obesrvational
Uhean prarCisin?

B0 [ would hope my work 12 more obeer-
yabhsbial = whit conkd be sare Bodng than
partises aative? 1 raaly Sen't think IL mdoes
a differenee what my poltice are - I'm
predabdy te the laft of Senle o sl Lo
= bt in i wark ['m keokng for mdiosloms-
nrs Erel hypeciisy whorevor 1 can Ssd it
B That's s fair, thangh safo, aneuer, B it
il atop me frem telling you what [ ikink
off Gl yodl Fighowisg Neasderibals. Bl ger-
ouely, again, what i3 yoar prooese? Do veo
Wik i i U BT ] Seclll 18 Hawe.
O akw you a cobdinit Crem Sene olBar imtel-
ligent hfe form whose missien 18 o critigee
edil poschal Tofdias?

B Wake up in the momming? 1'm already
up. o geonr the s evarnlay, b et
comsconaly becking for fodder for worke 1
try mot £n be comsmions of being on the jok!
all the tise. [ el wisal s BEoraslial ]
let 1t ehew, 1hen st down with a shetchhoak
ety Faw dlays ol See what T dred g wp.

B | szsnme that sveryone rewling thiz (s
anyore ackually reading this?) 2 waking to
Ty abot T Tariis “net-bansg” covar of
The New Yorker, If yon've [orgetien, its
1w e & heaawtiag 180 CHyaricas ad Mlasbes-tor-
romet-Hie  dical-commee-pinke-sbeet eras,
What was gumg through yosr mind when
veul did 18t iwmpeT And did you s
the cordroversy that followed 4= for its
(T TR B Sl T

B0 That ikea came abost after hearing one

1. Resbiis Srevhers fof The Nien Torkes
vt Hiisti-at o, Rarty Blint, Feg

2. diriginal skebok af Nan Thaiacn far Tha Newe
Towhrr, cover Abistiralion, Baris
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Mlustrations that define a decade

STEVEN HELLER
on Mirke llic

| HAYE RNOWN MIRED [LIC AN ILLIETHRA-
tar, designer, oo-wathor, ord frend  for
Uwanly Yeard, B e wrrived froii the
fovmor Waraelivia 1o New York we have
worked topether m vanoue reles, ['ve
Boiti his art divecton, hids Boen my col-
league iwhen he wae The New Fork Times
B el director), asd ag collabarator
Codi Thirei boelia

Ar an illetrator he concepbml aoulty
Wi o of Uha Toibflibisnd of 7T Nar ek
Times Bk Beview (32 well a2 other Times
saetinEl. His dimwings - usually pivdiced
I sralelboard @ Cha Cine - wore detaiied
ard prishne, et he idess o virtoally any
aibjit - Eisp ke 1o oostplad, S0l Do albamal

= were maaterpieces of visml ervilgion. In
other woals, e i damn snart! Ho sy
Cranalates vronds into eolcepls, coloaple Lo
pictures, amnl pietures it odetillatiens of anr
lagiie. Mies thorngh wderatiading of pdi-
ties maale hams o hnge asset o a newspaper
wWhare Vislly oxplainiiy politie INFksicks
I¢ parameint. Arl Sreclors rely on &ciils
ariizts 4o make them uel ook posd. Bz wi
] hrinewonny, bs sove of Bony, ared bl keeos
peree of allgory and symbalism made ke
an invaluable graphe: cominestaboe

Ilic prostucd 1Bls plioe For The Fiiilage
Vsice, an admoitedly liberalleft weekly
Hewspapar, n 3 fo an artbdo Citka ‘T
Leave the Coantry, Buot my Wile Won'k
Lart Bla’, 4 etory aboul & kebis coiple A1
o pelil B s late 1980 lie swibelal
fram Hack aned white sorwichboard g0 dig-
Ital tosls (aml nel just Phebosop, aitlar

2 Nbrke Qe |Bowiration for acticds ' Lears e
Cwintis. B iy Wil Wil Lat Me' The Vol
(ST, F]

bt hogher eml technolegyh At firet 1 was
sevptical [ velommntly «ids'l warnt him 1o
change Bls styke of sollod. Hut he ingiated
that stagnation was nat am aption aad per-
Testod] motw wermatile sotheds. Thie bnege
shoewa Just how caprable - mdesd masteriul
~ b b Whahi it caines Lo Sonikibg ibalivee-
Lian using roalas The netios 1Bal libety
anil yestice are altem at olde and yet most
coisio Logethor speals (o Uwe dualities that
phigue o syetem. | alse think there 2
et Space in e wriwerl Lo draw ool
AT CaneliEieng.

SPEALS AMD DRANS IS MiMD

The gay experiene ® sl distarbeg 1o
soiin - evan Lhe Eodt bl aong e, 1t
i# & didsing e of Tha st eoljpli ol dise-
adess, O coures, in Mew York Cky homo-
pexualiy and lsbidnism are Gicts of dally
life. Bl the coupbag of too of Ameroa’s
ekl convanibonal and offeal symbels Ba
ol il gay cehledl & Jarring. I b el
libermimg, Literty and low are often at
alele, paortbeularly whon iU crnwes Do Lhis clvil
rightz iszue e created o timely soon of the
i = Line will 1all whether i1 s also Bdal-
ibka. T knew B sade obe of 1Rk e -
tianal connections {at beast for dlustration|
whed a lesldan Mo of mlne aikad Lo buy
& prirg for her partner's birthday. The im-
e wod subeeguonly used or gayileshian
predects s s 1o Mhassachnseils Lishian
ani Gay Bar Assootwimn brechure. Guuibe a
Torwr tirme Tl pave Hghis 1o wee the o
for t-ghirts, peeters on college campases,
anl #tekais.

Iz i e i pissaive arilst, He apaaieatl
itraws hiz mamil. [fhe dozan® agres with the
eosl ol af &h aeslgrimedil B ol e bode 5.
If he doesn't ike the war hiz waork i being
it diractal ha withdraws (usually in a gon-
Ukimanly manner, ot nol alweval, Ha dees
k. compremise nor poguesce. e petiviem
i what el his art (thedgh he & el a
striet farmalizt ), Yon might sy this e often
& e, whes roqalieed 1o s siral

[Bust rvton pliys & mnor role in palit-
cal detwate, yet a few dlustrators, ewch as
Ili¢, Bavry Blt, Steven Bralher, Bobait
Grossman, have been vooces of protest and
eriCigpia, CH Ginarse, 1Bere wre 18ake wiio can
igrare therr commentaries, bt others who
emhrwee them as jeons of belief I7i

SR BILAER vov= om ot director o ke

Wetwd Yok Thames fow 25 esers, 0ot 20

of M ot The New Ford TTomas Book
Beren, e is curmently co-chasr af e
MEFA Dvvigpaet d Aatifior aid co-fsiidie
of [T st pragraes o A Sebanl aff Vigaad
Artn din Naw Tk, Mo i 0t aacllaoe of disr
120 bk on desige o dlastrebion



